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Mangroves are very rich in species of lichens. Rhizophora apiculata Blume is a dominate species in
mangrove forest and also one of the important substrate for epiphytic lichens. Graphidaceae is the highest
diversity of crustose lichens, with nearly 2,400 species worldwide. Our objective was to explore the diversity
of lichens in family Graphidaceae on R. apiculata in Eastern Thailand. All 459 specimens were collected and
examined with disseeta‘ng microscopes and light microscopes. Secondary metabolites were characterized by
spot tests and thin layer chromatography (tlc). The result showed that 34 species within 13 genera were
found namely Chapsa, Dioryema, Dyplolabia, G lyphis, Graphis, Leucodecton, Ocellularia, Pallidogramme,
Phaeographis, Platyeramme, Sarcographa, Stegobolus and Thelotrema. Out of this, Graphis analoga, G.
norstictica, G. strefmannu Leucodecton compunctellum and L. occultum were common lichen species. In
addition, Thelotrema sp. was unidentified species and was expected to be a new to science. Our results
indicated that R. apiculata was a favorable substrate for epiphytic graphidoid lichens.
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