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Abstract: The crustose lichen genus Laurera (Pyrenulales; Ascomycota) belongs to the
family Trypetheliaceae. This genus produces yellow to orange or black pseudostromata which
are embedded in well developed thalli. This genus also contains clavate asci, muriform
ascospores with hyaline. Some crustose lichen species has been reported to produce
antifungal compounds and secondary photoprotective products. The purpose of this study was
to explore biodiversity and ecology of Laurera species and then to conserve the diversity as
well as to bring about sustainable uses. We have performed field study in 18 sites with 6
difference habitats; moist evergreen forest, dry evergreen forest, hill evergreen forest, dry
dipterocarp forest, mix deciduous forest and plantations, at the elevation 10-1,555 meters
above sea levels. A total of 200 specimens were identified consisting of 2 genera and 10
species, Laurera benguelensis, Bathelium madreporiformis, L. keralensis, L. megasperma, L.
meristospora, L. meristosporoides, L. phaeomelodes, L. subsphaeroides, L. benguelensis and
L. tuberculosa. Distribution of the common species, L. benguelensis, was explicated in most
dry dipterocarp forest and plantation areas of Thailand.
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