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STUDIES ON LICHEN GENERA Pyxine Fr. ON THE ISLAND OF THAILAND
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Abstract

Nine species of Pyxine Fr., the foliose lichen family Physciaceae were identified from 71 collections from
the islands of Thailand as part of Plant Genetics Conservation Project under the Royal Initiative of Her
Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirinthorn including Pyxine asiatica, P. coccifera, P. cocoes, P.
cylindrica, P. meissnerina, P. retirugella, P. schmidtii and the two species as Pyxine sp. 1 and Pyxine sp. 2
expected to be new to science. Taxonomic identification was based on morphological and anatomical
characters. This genus is characterized by development of the foliose growth form. The symbiotic
relationship between the algae and the funsi forms in stratified layers. The main thallus contains 4 layers:
upper cortex, algal layer, medulla and lower cortex. Vegetative propagules (isidia, soredia) and others
structures (rhizine and cilia) are important characters used to identify the Physciaceae. The most common
species is Pyxine retirugella, the second are P. cylindrica and P. asiatica, respectively. The highest diversity

was found in Mu Koh Chang, Mu Koh Samaesan and Tarutao National Park.
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Pyxine retirugella 12 2 11 1 33

Pyxine schmidtii 2

Pyxine sp. 1 2 2
Pyxine sp. 2 1 1
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A 1 silaves Pyxine, A. Pyxine asiatica B. Pyxine cylindrical C. Pyxine

coccifera D. Pyxine cocoes E. Pyxine messerina F. Pyxine retirugella
G. Pyxine sp. 1. H. Pyxine sp. 2
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