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BIODIVERSITY OF LICHENS INHABITED MU KO TARUTAO MARINE NATIONAL PARK
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Abstract

Surveys of lichens in the “Plant Genetics Conservation Project under the Royal Initiative of Her Royal Highness
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn” at Mu ko Tarutao marine national park was conducted during 6 — 8 April and
20 — 23 October 2008. The aim was study the biodiversity of lichens and to preserve them in the Thai island
and sea natural history museum. Two thousand one hundred and forty samples were collected from trees in
tropical rain forest, dry evergreen forest, tree plantation and coastal forest as well as from rocks. The samples

were classified into 55 genera 28 families (from 677 samples). Sixty species of 27 genera in 10 families (from
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235 samples) were classified. Greater number of species was found in Physciaceae (14 sp.), Graphidaceae (8
sp.), Parmeliaceae (8 sp.) and Thelotremataceae (6 sp.). Most lichens such as Graphidaceae and
Thelotremataceae were commonly distributed in tropical rain forest. Common lichens in mangrove forest were
Physciaceae and Lecanoraceae, on tree plantation was Physciaceae. The tolerance lichens, Pyxine coccifera
and Relicinopsis rahengensis, while are normally found in North and Northeastern as well as Usnea sp. and
Heterodermia microphylla were first report in the Southern part of Thailand. High diversity of lichens at Mu ko
Tarutao marine national park may cause by specific climate and elevation. Therefore marine parks can be
served as areas for long-term conservation of lichens.
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